THE MIDDLE YEARS
introduction of legal divorce, but I had no con-
nexion with it; it was my clercial opponents who
ascribed the agitation to me. I used to go to my
election meetings with a Bible in my pocket; when
some priest or parson defended the indissolubility
of marriage I would read aloud from the Gospel
of St. Matthew a passage proving that Jesus
admits divorce; and then it would be all up with
the reverend gentleman. I was disgusted with the
way political speakers only repeated party catch-
words at their meetings; I preferred to speak on
alcoholism or economic affairs or something like
that, so that the audience should have something of
lasting interest. Well, the long and the short of it was
that I won the election and went back to Vienna
again. There were two of us Realists elected. Pro-
fessor Drtina and I.
Why did the Clerical Party oppose me ? When I
first came to Prague as a professor I was received
fairly well, even by the Catholics. Father Vychodil1
wrote appreciatively of my paper on Blaise Pascal.
But later they ferreted out a remark of mine, in my
thesis on Suicide, to the effect that for us Czechs
Catholicism is an impossible doctrine; that did not
worry the Catholics in Germany proper, who
* Lecturer in Theology in Brunn and later director of the Briinn
University library. He was a Benedictine, a philosopher of note,
and an authority on Aristotle.
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